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The Nordic Ultratune  

Hand-Picked Ski Program 
 

 
The hand-picked ski program will continue again 
for the 2009-2010 season.    You get the skis you 
want, picked from the best possible selection, and 
they arrive before the snow flies. 
 
For the 2009-2010 season, the following 
models will be available: 
 
Skate skis: 

¶ Atomic World Cup Skate  - $499 

¶ Madshus Nanosonic Skate - $599 

¶ Rossignol Xium WCS Skate - $599 
 
Classic Skis: 

¶ Atomic World Cup Classic - $499 

¶ Madshus Nanosonic Classic - $599 

¶ Rossignol Xium C2 Classic -  $549 
 
Specialty Classic Skis 

¶ Madshus Nanosonic Zero - $599 

¶ Rossignol Xium C2 Rubber - $549 
 
Other Special Skis 

¶ If itôs available from Atomic, Madshus, or 
Rossignol, I can try to get it for you.   Just 
ask!  

 
I work closely with the ski companies, 
knowledgeable world cup skiers, coaches, and 
servicemen to get the best possible information on 
ski fitting for each brand and model that Ultratune 
sells. 
 
All skis are selected using the Ultratune Digital 
Flex Press in our shop.    Some will be pre-
selected at the ski warehouse, but theyôll always 
be tested and flex verified in our shop. 
 
I work closely with Robert Lazzaroni of Rossignol 
to make sure the Rossi skis are exactly what we 
need. 
 
With Madshus, I get detailed information on the 
selection of the skis from Jeremy Ditto, Peter Hale, 
and Van Brinkerhoff.   The Madshus warehouse is 
conveniently located in nearby Seattle, and all of 
these guys are familiar faces at Nordic Ultratune.     
The skis typically have some basic flex information 
hand-written on the sidewall with a grease pencil, 
which allows quick sorting before I do detailed 
tests on the digital press. 
 

Within Atomic, Rick Halling is a terrific resource 
and will help make sure we get the skis we need.     
Iôve been gathering useful fit and performance data 
at the Austrian Race Room facility, in our shop and 
on snow, as well as from north American and 
European world cup skiers and world cup 
technicians.    The Atomic skis come with flex 
labels which is a good starting point prior to testing 
them on the Ultratune Digital Flex Press. 
 
Whether you choose a ski from Atomic, Madshus, 
or Rossignol, the performance will depend on fit 
and finish.     A well fitted ski with a fast base finish 
will result in great performance. 
 

(Continued on Page 2) 

Send an email to xcgrind@ultratune.net 
with information: 

 

Your Name  

 

Weight  ɬ how much do you weigh with your 

ski clothes on? 

 

Height  ɬ how tall are you? 

 

Ski type ɬ skate ski or classic ski? 

 

Which ski?  If you know the model and size 

that you want, tell me.    If you have 

questions about the skis, ask.   I usually reply 

to emails in less than a day, even in the 

summer. 

 

 ɯ ÚÏÖÙÛɯ ËÌÚÊÙÐ×ÛÐÖÕɯ ÖÍɯ ÞÏÈÛɯ àÖÜɀÙÌɯ

looking for.   3ÏÐÚɯÊÈÕɯÉÌɯÈÚɯÚÐÔ×ÓÌɯÈÚɯɁÈÕɯ

all-ÈÙÖÜÕËɯ ÚÒÐɂȮɯ ÖÙɯ ÈÚɯ Ú×ÌÊÐÍÐÊɯ ÈÚɯ àÖÜɯÊÈÕɯ

describe.   Will the skis be your one-and-only 

pair, are the skis intended to fill in a specific 

purpose among many pairs of race ski.    The 

more information you provide, the better able 

I am to choose the right ski for you. 

 

A phone number.    ÛɯÚÖÔÌɯ×ÖÐÕÛȮɯÞÌɀÓÓɯ

need to talk, so send a number. 

mailto:xcgrind@ultratune.net


  

2 

 

(continued from page 1) 

You get a ski thatôs correctly flex picked for the 
intended use, with a great Ultratune base grind for 
the intended conditions.    Theyôre saturated with 
wax in our hotbox and delivered to you.   
 
If you would like a pair of skis for autumn delivery, 
send a request.  The information you send is 
added to a spreadsheet that is used for ordering 
and picking the skis.  

 
Skis arrived in mid-
September and Iôve 
begun sorting and 
selecting the skis.    
 

 
 
Choose Your Ski 
Selected by Flex 
Pick Your Grind  
Hotbox Service 

Delivered!  

 
 
When Iôve got a pair of skis, or a few pairs of skis 
that are a good match for you, then Iôll contact you 
to make sure of all the details.  If youôve lost 
weight, or grown an inch, this is the time to make 
revisions to the data and make sure that we get 
the right pair of skis.   
 

 
Precise tools for measuring camber and flex. 

 

When the skis are picked we decide together 
which grind is best for the skis, which bindings are 
needed, and any other details. 
 

 

Payment for the skis is needed before the skis get 
their grind and hotbox.   Typically the skis are 
shipped a few days later ï just long enough to get 
the skis prepped, packed, and shipped.     
 
Shipping is handled via FedEx Express three day 
service in the USA. Â 

Nordic Ultratune has l ots of skis, but 

ÖÕÓàɯƗɯÔÖËÌÓÚȱ     ȱ×ÓÌÕÛàɯÖÍ depth in 

each model and size. 
These photos are from the shop on Sept 25th! 

 

 
Atomic World Cup  

 

 
Madshus Nanosonic  

 

 
Rossignol WCS & Xium  
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Atomic World Cup Skate & Classic 

 
 

Atomic World Cup skis and boots are at Nordic 
Ultratune for the 2009-2010 season! 

The Atomic World Cup "red cheetah" skate skis 
are fast and stable. The World Cup classic skis 
kick easily and have excellent control in and out of 
the tracks. 
 
During the past season I've had a chance to work 
on a lot of the new Atomic skis, and have been 
very happy with them. The feedback I've gotten 
from world cup skiers on Atomic has been very 
good - they're happy with the new skis.  
 
Fitting the skate skis 
I spent time in April at the Atomic race room in 
Altenmarkt, Austria, coming up to speed on the 
selection methods that Atomic is using for their 
World Cup racers.  I follow the Atomic race room 
protocol for selecting skis, and use the Ultratune 
flex bench to get the measurements for a first-rate 
ski selection.  The flex bench is really needed to 
get a good match.  I look for a good fit on the flex 
bench using pressure measurements applied at 
8cm behind balance point. 
 
At half of the skierôs weight, the camber is typically 
open 38-42cm in front of the balance point, and the 
camber closes progressively as weight is applied; 
this makes a very smooth-feeling front end.    
 
On the Snow 
On snow, the Atomic skate skiôs front-end camber 
is just right for an all-around ski.  Itôs not prone to 
ñplowingò in soft conditions, and doesnôt feel vague 
on firm track.  A well-fitted Atomic skater will edge 
nicely, with excellent control on descents, and 
enough stiffness to stay crisp during climbing and 
accelerating.  Plus the Atomic skate skis are a real 
confidence booster on technical descents.    
 
Iôm 6ô3ò and 190 lbs.  Fortunately weôre not all the 
same size.  Atomicôs skate skis are portion 
controlled through the various sizes, too.   My wife 
Margaret spent a couple hours testing a few pairs 
of the new Atomics at the trail system at Sun 
Mountain Lodge late this past winter.   Afterwards 
she dropped in at the shop with a big grin.  ñThat 
was a blast!ò, she said.  
 
Margaret noted that the 178 cm skis she tested felt 
lively.    As a small, relatively light skier, sheôs 
found that some brands of skis feel overly-firm in 
the tips and tails in the shorter lengths.   With the 

Red Cheetahs, she really could feel how light and 
quick the skis felt.    Perfect for transitions, turns, 
ups and downs. 
 
Classic Skis 
The new classic skis have arrived, and Iôm very 
happy with the camber characteristics on the flex 
bench.  With skier weight moving forward over the 
ball of the foot, the wax pocket closes completely 
and with a smooth transition.    These are very 
nice. 
 
Economic Stimulus? 
In addition to being a great ski, the Atomic World 
Cup ski is a great value.   Theyôre priced at $499 
for the 2009-10 season.   Thatôs about $100 less 
than other top-model offerings.  Â 

 

 
New Atomic World Cup skis on the wall at Ultratune  

 

Weights and Measures:    While testing 

the Atomic World Cup skis I decided I 
should check the weight. 
 
The Atomic World Cup skis are - as 
advertised - the lightest ski on the market! 
The lightest was the 178 cm "Red Cheetah" 
World Cup skate ski that weighed in at 438 
grams. That's about a quarter pound lighter 
than the competitors - per ski!  That is 
really - no sh!t - significant. All three sizes of 
the World Cup skater (178, 184, 190) were 
under the 475 gram mark. Bravo! 
 
What's it mean? They're light. It's not 
everything when choosing a ski, but in a 
time when ski companies are doing crazy 
things to trim 5 grams ("hole ski", anyone?), 
a lightweight ski that gets it done with no 
caveats is to be commended.  
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The Madshus Nanosonic  
 

 
Yes itôs true, itôs a Nordic ski thatôs actually made 
in Norway. 
 
The Madshus Nanosonic was a big step up from 
the Hypersonic, and was presented as their top ski 
in 2007, and has had incremental improvements 
and graphics changes since then. 
 
The Nanosonic has a carbon triaxial braided fiber 
material, and a core material that wonôt absorb 
resin and thus saves weight.   Madshus says the 
skis are 500 grams per ski, which puts it in the 
ñvery lightò category.  My measurements at 
Ultratune show the weight slightly higher, but still 
very light. 
 
The Madshus skis have the NIS plate on all the 
models.  Binding positioning affects ski speed, and 
optimizing binding position helps optimize ski 
speed.   NIS does that.   Enough said.   You can 
still use Salomon bindings, of course, if thatôs your 
preference. 
 
 

 
Some of the new Madshus skis 

 
The skate and classic skis are extremely well 
matched (i.e. both skis in a pair are ñthe sameò).   
Also, Madshus has done a great job preparing the 
bases ï theyôre flat and easy to tune.   The factory 

structure is still a bit too coarse ï in my opinion ï 
for racing in most conditions, but a grind will make 
them race ready. 
 
Nanosonic Skate Skis 
The Nanosonic skate skis are available in three 
versions:    

¶ The ñSCò, which Madshus calls as soft-
conditions ski, but which I think is a great 
all-arounder. It has less side-cut (44-43-
44) and feels really good under foot.    

¶ The ñRò, or regular, is the all-around 
version of the Nanosonic skate ski, with a 
44-40-44 side cut that handles well in a 
broad range of temps. 

¶ The ñHPò, or hard-pack, version has a 
stiffer tip.   It has the 44-40-44 sidecut and 
although it has a stiffer forebody, itôs often 
the all-around pick for skiers over 160 
pounds or in areas where hard-packed 
skiing is the norm. 

 
Which skis are the World Cup skiers using?     
Apparently there are some who ski only on the 
hard-pack and ñregularò models (with the sidecut), 
and others who ski solely on the SC. 
 
To me the real gem is the SC, which skis 
beautifully in conditions ranging from soft new 
snow to very firm conditions.  Iôm using a 195cm 
with reserve camber of about 0.25mm, and 
flattening at 108% of body weight.    I think this ski 
really handles nicely and is particularly smooth at 
rolling edge to edge.   Anyone who uses the 
outside edge of the ski with a V2 or V2-alt will 
really like the way this ski rides. 
 
Nanosonic Classic Skis 
I like the ñplusò version of the classic ski.   It has a 
little bit higher and more active camber.  Fit, of 
course, is the key to getting a ski that kicks well.    
A well-fit ski of this version kicks nicely and will 
have room for a bit of klister, so itôll make a great 
all-around classic ski.    The bit of sidecut, and a 
not-too-soft tip make this ski a good handler on the 
descents, too.  Like the skate skis, the Madshus 
classic skis are really nicely matched, ski-to-ski, so 
good pairs are the norm. 
 
Availability 
Ultratune has a lot Nanosonic skate & classic skis 
in stock.   If youôd like a pair hand-picked for you, 
drop me a line.  Theyôre priced at $599. Â 

 

 



  

5 

 

 

New for 2009-2010 
The Rossignol Xium World Cup 

 

 
The new 2009/2010 Rossignol Xium 
WCS skate skis will be featured at Nordic 
Ultratune this season. 
 
Rossignol has trimmed weight from the 
tip - that's the most noticeable structural 
difference. The tip is pared down to the 
carbon layer with reinforcing remaining 
around the perimeter. (But no hole!) In 
addition, compared with the Xium S1, 
some fiberglass in the top-sheet was 
replaced with carbon fiber. The intent 
was to make the front end of the skis 
more compliant; a bit softer. In addition, 
some weight has been removed from the 
tail (not visible, but that's the story). The 
result is a lighter tip that will swing more 
easily ("reduced moment of inertia" in 
tech-speak) and with a quicker feel. 
 
The WCS is available in three lengths - 
181, 187, and 193. Interestingly, the side-
cut on each size is being specially 
tweaked for best performance in that 
particular length. The 187cm version will 
remain the same as the profile of the 
Xium S1, but there will be minor changes 
to the side-cut profile on the 181 and 193.  
 
The bases of the new skis are flat and 
very easy to work on. A racing grind will 
go on the pairs from Ultratune, of course, 
and it's nice for me that I won't have to 
work too hard to make them fast. They're 
nice, very nice. 
 
The mid-section camber retains the 
Rossignol characteristics that Iôm 
accustomed to for fitting the skis.  
Camber height at half-body-weight and 
full-body-weight are in the same range, 
and the open pocket dimensions are 
similar as well.   The skis Iôve tested have 
been closely matched, too. 
 
Of course, there are some minor 
cosmetic changes too. My favorite thing 
is the old-school red circle with the R in it. 
It's about 6 inches in front of the binding 
plate, and I think it's perfect. 
Cosmetics were already great on the 
Xium, and people like the orange color 

more and more. It's just hard to write a poem about 
orange Rossignols. 

The skate skis have the familiar feel of the newer 
generation of Xium, but they definitely do feel a bit 
livelier in the front. During accelerations and 
energetic skating with the legs, they feel quick and 
smooth in the front.  They don't feel "loose" or 
unstable, but just more light and snappy. The skis 
are stable. They turn predictably and respond 
especially well to confident assertive maneuvering. 
And the WCS handles firm tracks well for a ski with 
a compliant front end - very well, in fact.  

 

 
The new Xium WCS has material trimmed from 

 the tip, revealing the carbon layer beneath.  Smartly, 
they retained a sturdy perimeter, and there are no holes. 
 
It's a winner. I think the change is an evolutionary 
step from the Xium. They've tweaked a good thing 
to make it even a little better, rather than bringing 
out an entirely new ski design. I think that it's not 
only smart, but will allow racers to improve their 
quiver with a new pair of skis, rather than having a 
new pair that have an entirely different feel from 
the rest. 
 
Rossignol gets high marks for the Xium WCS.  
Theyôre in stock now, and priced at $599. 
 
What about the classic skis? 
The C2 classic skis are such a hit that Iôm very 
happy that there arenôt any changes to it.  They ski 
beautifully.   Price for the C2 classic is $549. Â 
 

 
Rossignol WCS & Xium on the wall at Ultratune  


